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INSIDE HOCKEY

The idea of a league for the de-
velopmentally challenged came 
to him when he saw two boys 
with disabilities watching avidly 
through the glass as their older 
brothers played. 

“During that time, people 
didn’t think it could be done,” 
Flick says. “They thought the 
kids wouldn’t have the attention 
span to last more than 15 or 20 
minutes. Right off the bat they 
proved people wrong.”

Flick founded the Torna-
does in 1980 and ran them for 
14 years with his wife, Joan. 
Thanks to sponsorship money, 
the team was tailored for jack-
ets, bags, jerseys and socks, 
splashed with its trademark 
purple-teal color scheme.

Joe Rizzuto had his son, 
Mark, suited up for the Torna-
does for the first time in 1994. 

A GRAND OLD GAME
The Grandravine Tornadoes 
(purple and teal) give many 
developmentally challenged 
kids and adults a chance to play.

treat a handicap,” Flick says. 
“I figured I might as well treat 
them like hockey players.”

Flick, 74, is the founder of 
the Grandravine Tornadoes, an 
organization that gives six- to 
60-year-olds with disabilities 
the chance to play. Back in the 
1980s, Flick was the director for 
the house and rep leagues that 
ran out of Grandravine Arena. 

A
S PAT FLICK WALKED OUT OF 
the dressing room at To-
ronto’s Grandravine Arena, 
he saw a father of one of 

his players in tears. Flick had 
done in three attempts what 
the father had tried for 13 years: 
teach his special needs son to 
tie his own skates. “We didn’t 
treat them like the handicapped 
because I didn’t know how to 

Toronto league focuses on players’ 
abilities, not disabilities, as special 
needs kids and adults play hockey

EVERYONE 
CAN PLAY

He became involved in team 
fundraisers and took over when 
Pat retired in 2005. For Rizzuto, 
whose son has Down syndrome, 

a disability is no 
reason to keep 
someone off the ice. 
“It’s not because 
the players can’t 
do it,” Rizzuto says. 

“It’s because we as parents are 
overprotective sometimes and 
feel like we have to intrude on 
what they’re doing, instead of 
letting them go out there and do 
what they want to do.”

Despite the growth of the or-
ganization, the Tornadoes never 
had another team to play until 
1994, when a club in St. Louis, 
Mo., invited them to compete in 
the inaugural Special Hockey 
Tournament. That sparked the 
creation of Special Hockey 
International, which has teams 
across North America and in 
Sweden, Norway and Finland. 
Now more than 70 teams at-
tend the SHI tournament.

Flick, who doesn’t have a de-
velopmentally challenged child, 
was constantly asked about the 
appreciation he received for his 
efforts. “You get the recogni-
tion for something whether you 
want it or not,” he says. “If you 
do it for the right reason and 
you see what the kids do, there 
is no award I could ever receive 
that would take the place of the 
feeling I got after doing what I 
did.” – NICHOLAS CARAFA

ENFORCERS II IS THE FOLLOW-UP to the 2011-12 set from In The 
Game Trading Cards. It focuses on former players who were all too 
willing to answer the bell and drop the gloves. Enforcers II offers more 
of what made its predecessor popular, with some new twists. A box 
costs about $70 and contains 12 cards, featuring the controversial 
blood-splattered design used in the first set. Four cards per box have 
autographs of past pugilists, while three have swatches of game-
used jerseys. The last five are a mix of base cards, with themes like 
Tag Teams, Crease Conflicts and Bloody Battles. 

BY SAL BARRY, WEBMASTER OF THE HOCKEY CARD SITE PUCKJUNK.COM 
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